
December issue 





 his short story is by Danish poet and author 

Hans Christian Andersen. It was originally written in 

Danish. 

 

 his is one short story that is filled to the brim 

with pathos and is bound to make even the most hard-

hearted person’s eyes moisten. In a few short pages, the author manages to tell a 

story great enough to inspire many musicians, directors and writers to do an ad-

aptation.  

 

 he little match girl is a story about a little impoverished girl who is forced 

to sell matchsticks for her living by her stepfather. She had to sell the matches 

else she would be beaten by her father. In the terrible cold, with no slippers to 

warm her freezing feet, and with a hungry stomach, she tried to sell the matches. 

In order to warm herself, she lights the matches she has one by one, and sees 

beautiful visions of lovely Christmas dinners and sees her grandmother who was 

the only person to love her. In the end, the little girl freezes to death and her 

grandmother lifts her soul to heaven. The villagers find her in the morning and 

are all very sad, little knowing the reason for her secret smile, and of the visions 

she saw.  Overall a very poignant tale of a dying child’s dreams and hopes. 

 

Sumantra Rating: 4.5/5 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Christian_Andersen


 ne day about thousands of 

years ago an angel named Gabriel 

appeared to a young Jewish 

woman named Mary. Gabriel told 

Mary she would have a son, Jesus, 

who would be the Son of God.  

Mary got confused and worried 

about this sudden news but Gabriel 

reassured her. 

 

 ary and her husband-to-be, 

Joseph, lived in a town called Naz-

areth. But they had to travel to the 

city of Bethlehem to register for a 

census ordered by the Roman em-

peror, Caesar Augustus.  

 

 hen Joseph and Mary got to 

Bethlehem, there was no place for  

them to stay because the inn was 

already full. They ended up 

spending the night in a stable, a 

place where animals were kept. 

There was probably fresh hay on 

the floor that they used for beds. 

That night, Jesus was born. 

There was no crib, so they 

laid baby Jesus in a manger, a 

feeding trough for animals. 

Some shepherds were in the 

fields near Bethlehem, keep-

ing watch over their flocks of 

sheep.  



 n angel appeared to them and 

gave them the good news that a 

Saviour, the Messiah, had been 

born. The angel told the shepherds 

they could find Jesus lying in a 

manger. Suddenly a whole group 

of angels appeared saying, "Glory 

to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, goodwill toward men!" The 

shepherds hurried into Bethlehem 

and found Jesus in the manger, just 

as the angel had told them. After 

they had seen Jesus, they spread 

the news, and everyone who heard 

was in awe. 

 

 ometime later, wise men, or 

magi, from eastern countries saw a 

star in the sky that signalled the 

birth of a new king. They came to 

Judea, the region around Jerusalem 

and Bethlehem, to worship Jesus, 

the new king.  

  man named Herod was the 

king of Judea. He called the wise 

men to a meeting and told them 

to find the new king so he could 

go and worship him, too. King 

Herod lied when he told the wise 

men he wanted to worship Jesus. 

He was afraid this new "king" 

would replace him as king of 

Judea. What Herod really 

wanted was to find Jesus and kill 

Him. Herod was furious when he 

realized the wise men had not 

come back to tell him where to 

find Jesus.  



He sent his soldiers to Bethlehem 

to kill all the children less than two 

years old, thinking Jesus would 

certainly be one of the ones killed. 

 

 he wise men continued on to 

Bethlehem and followed the star 

until it was directly above the 

house where Jesus was. They 

found Mary and Jesus in the house 

and knelt down to worship Him. 

They brought Jesus gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh, some of 

the finest things in the ancient 

world. Frankincense was burned to 

make a sweet smell, and myrrh 

was an expensive perfume. 

 fter visiting Jesus, the wise 

men had a dream that warned them 

not to go back to King Herod, so 

they took a different route home. 

 od had told Joseph in a 

dream to flee to Egypt. Joseph 

took Mary and Jesus to live in 

Egypt where they would be safe 

from Herod. Joseph, Mary and 

Jesus stayed in Egypt until 

Herod had died, and then they 

returned to Nazareth. 



 

 

Christmas is here, Christmas is here 

Christmas we waited, all through this year 

Now that its near, we have a reason to cheer 

For on this night was born, a baby so austere 

The stars & moon his own, yet a manger he chose to be born 

On that holy & silent night, a star had outshone 

Waiting for these signs, were three wise men from far,  

Unto the new born king, they followed the star 

In the glint of his eyes, a hope for mankind did they see, 

Before them smiled the Promise, God once made- of setting us all free! 

He came to show his own, that Love alone can atone 

From Christmas to Easter; through His life, a simple message of love is shown. 

 

Christmas is here, Christmas is here 

Christmas, we’ve been celebrating all these years 

Now that it’s here, let’s spread some reason to cheer, 

To the unwanted and the low, show your love that’s sincere 

Christmas we know, as a season for Santas and gifts 

Christmas we’ll make, as the reason to clear away all rifts 

Of shepherds and angels, when we sing carols all night 

With a character like Christ’s, let’s make oneself upright 

A promise God once made,  At Christmas that promise He fulfilled 

For the hungry and the lonely ones, a heaven on earth we need to build 

As Christ came to show his own, that Love alone can atone 

From Christmas to Christmas; by our lives, let a simple message of love be shown. 



Probably the most celebrated 

holiday in the world, our modern 

Christmas is a product of hundreds 

of years of both secular and reli-

gious traditions from around the 

globe. Santa Claus was born in US 

in the 1860's he was named this as 

he had a white beard and a belly, so 

he was named Santa Claus as this 

was the Dutch word for St Nicho-

las, Sintaklaas. Although the Dutch 

had bought him with them in the 

17th century, he did not become an 

important person at Christmas until 

the Novelist Washington Irving put 

him in a novel that he wrote in 

1809. This first Santa Claus was 

still known as St. Nicholas, he did  

smoke a pipe, and fly around in a 

wagon without any reindeer, but he 

did not have his red suit or live at 

the North Pole, he did however 

bring presents to children every 

year. 

A Christmas tree is a decorated 

t r e e ,  u s u a l l y  a n  e v e r -

green conifer such spruce, pine or fir

, traditionally associated with the 

celebration of Christmas. The tree 

was traditionally decorated with edi-

bles such as apples, nuts or dates. 

Today, there are a wide variety 

of traditional ornaments, such 

as garland, tinsel, and candy canes. 

An angel or star may be placed at 

the top of the tree to represent the  
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host of angels or the Star of Bethle-

hem from the Nativity. 

The Rockefeller Center Christ-

mas Tree is a large Christmas tree 

placed annually in Rockefeller Cen-

ter in mid-town Manhattan in New 

York City. The tree is erected and lit 

in late November or early Decem-

ber. It is the center of attraction of 

people from around the world.  

 Mistletoe is commonly used as 

a Christmas decoration. When 

Christianity became widespread in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Europe after the third century AD, 

the religious or mystical respect for 

the mistletoe plant was integrated to 

an extent into the new religion. . In 

some way that is not presently un-

derstood, this may have led to the 

widespread custom of kissing under 

the mistletoe plant during the Christ-

mas season. The earliest docu-

mented case of kissing under the 

mistletoe dates from 16th century 

England, a custom that was very 

popular at that time. 

 

“This may have led to the 

widespread custom 

of kissing under the mistle-

toe plant during the Christ-

mas season. “ 
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A special Christmas family 

meal is traditionally an important 

part of the holiday's celebration, 

and the food that is served varies 

greatly from country to country. 

Some regions, such as Sicily, have 

special meals for Christmas Eve, 

when 12 kinds of fish are served.  

In the United Kingdom and 

countries influenced by its tradi-

tions, a standard Christmas meal in-

cludes turkey or goose, meat, gravy, 

potatoes, vegetables, sometimes 

bread and cider.  

Special desserts are also pre-

pared, such as Christmas pud-

ding, mince pies, and fruit cake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The songs we know specifi-

cally as carols were originally com-

munal folk songs sung during cele-

brations such as "harvest tide" as 

well as Christmas. It was only later 

that carols begun to be sung in 

church. Traditionally, carols have of-

ten been based on medieval chord 

patterns, and it is this that gives 

them their uniquely characteristic 

musical sound. Some carols like 

"Personent hodie", "Good King 

Wenceslas", and "The Holly and the 

Ivy", "Adeste Fideles" (O Come all 

ye faithful)  can be traced directly 

back to the Middle Ages. They are 

among the oldest musical composi-

tions still regularly sung. 
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The most important Christmas 

tradition is “gifts”… in England it 

is believed that Father Christmas 

delivers them during the night be-

fore Christmas. The Children leave 

an empty stocking or pillowcase 

hanging at the end of the bed. In the 

morning they hope it will be full of 

presents. In England the day after 

Christmas is called Boxing 

Day because boys used to go round 

collecting money in clay boxes. 

When the boxes were full, they 

broke them open.  

In addition to "Christmas", the 

holiday has been known by various 

other names throughout its history. 

The Anglo-Saxonsreferred to the  

feast as "midwinter" or, more rarely, 

as Nātiuiteð (from Latin nātīvitās be

low) "Nativity", meaning "birth", is 

from Latin nātīvitās  In Old Eng-

lish, Gēola ("Yule") referred to the 

period corresponding to January and 

December; the cognate Old 

Norse Jól was later the name of a 

pagan Scandinavian holiday which 

merged with Christmas around 

1000. "Noel" (or "Nowell") entered 

English in the late 14th century and 

is from the Old French noël ornaël, 

itself ultimately from 

the Latin nātālis (diēs), "(day) of 

birth".  

But by whatever the name it 

may be called, it is a beloved festi-

val of all.  

“He who has not Christmas in 

his heart will never find it under a 

tree. ”  

― Roy L. Smith 
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"Winter Wonderland": Felix Bernard, Richard B. Smith    

"Santa Claus Is Coming to Town": J. Fred Coots, Haven Gillespie  

“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer" : Johnny Marks 

Last Christmas : George Michael 

A Christmas Carol  

Fred Claus  

Christmas with the Kranks  

Home Alone 

Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas  

All I Want for Christmas  

A Christmas Story  

It's a Wonderful Life  

Beyond Tomorrow 
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The Gift of the Magi – O. Henry 

The story contains many of the elements for which O. Henry is widely known, including poor, working-class 

characters, a humorous tone, realistic detail, and a surprise ending. A major reason given for its enduring ap-

peal is its affirmation of unselfish love. Such love, the story and its title suggest, is like the gifts given by the 

wise men, called the Magi, who brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the newborn Jesus.  

The Little Match Girl – Hans Christian Anderson 

The Little Match Girl sheds a light on a very oppressed and silent group in Europe — its children.  

A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 

The story tells of sour and stingy Ebenezer Scrooge’s ideological, ethical, and emotional transformation after 

the supernatural visitations of Jacob Marley and the Ghosts of Christmases Past, Present, and Yet to Come. 

With each Ghost’s tale functioning as a parable, A Christmas Carol advances the Christian moral ideals asso-

ciated with Christmas—generosity, kindness, and universal love for your community.  

A Letter From Santa Claus – Mark Twain 

Mark Twain wrote a letter to his daughter, which he sent from Santa Claus, during one of her childhood ill-

nesses.  

The Elves and the Shoemaker – Brothers Grimm 

According to the tales, pixies and faeries alike consider clothing to be a form of bondage, and see any kind of-

fers or new clothes as a way to enslave the faerie.  

Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer – Robert L. May 

The story was created by Robert L. May in 1939 as part of his employment with Montgomery Ward. In its first 

year of publication, Montgomery Ward distributed 2.4 million copies of Rudolph’s story. Johnny Marks de-

cided to adapt May’s story into a song, which through the years has been recorded by many artists.  

The Selfish Giant – Oscar Wilde 

The Selfish Giant is a multi-layered short story that will appeal to both children and adults because of the 

depth of its meaning. For young children it can be read literally about a giant who is mean and whose garden 

refuses to grow. For older readers the religious symbolism can also be reflected upon as discussing themes 

such as selfishness and forgiveness. The meaning of the wall around the garden, symbolic of people shutting 

each other out can also be debated upon.  

http://www.auburn.edu/%7Evestmon/Gift_of_the_Magi.html
http://www.online-literature.com/hans_christian_andersen/981/
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